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Submitted by Pauline Krupa, Communications Chair

Ontario Provincial Council of The Catholic Women’s League (OPC)  
Ontario Elections:  Getting Informed

1. Appoint a member to find out when the All Candidates Debate is taking place in your riding.  This can be done by contacting any of the candidates’ offices.  Each riding in Ontario has one designated “all candidates” debate where all candidates attend.  Every riding will have most likely a variety of debates; but, not all candidates attend each one. 
2. Provide the members of your council and/or parish with the date for this debate.

3. Encourage them to attend so that they can make informed decisions.
4. Sample questions have been prepared (see below) to assist members in preparing for an All Candidates Debate.   A series of questions have been taken from social justice documents prepared by the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario (ACBO). You can visit their website to obtain more detailed background information.( www.acbo.on.ca) A second group of questions has been prepared which focus on our Women Against Poverty (WAP) campaign and other current issues that support resolution  action plans.
    Possible Questions for the All Candidates Debate
From the ACBO document “Your Right to Be Heard” (September 2011)

What are your party’s policies with respect to each of the following principles?

1. Governments must support life. The human dignity of every person, from conception to natural death, must be respected.

2. Governments must balance the rights, obligations and opportunities of various segments of society by supporting:

· Publicly-funded education, including Catholic education

· The right of workers to organize

· The right to own property, but at the same time recognizing that such a right is not absolute

3. Governments must demonstrate a commitment to the creation of a more just society by adopting tangible measures that address and include, among other initiatives:

· A poverty reduction strategy, inclusive of child poverty

· Homelessness

· Unemployment and under-employment

· Ensuring a basic income that is sufficient for food and housing

· A health system that supports and accompanies all individuals and especially those with disabilities, the elderly, and the sick

4. Governments must demonstrate stewardship toward the environment through policies which:

· Develop natural resources with consideration of the impact on communities and on the natural environment

· Promote efficient production of renewable energy

· Control urban pollution

5. Governments must encourage and facilitate the involvement of its citizens (especially those directly affected), other governments and non-governmental bodies, in the process of political decision-making.

Other Concerns               
1. Specifically, what would your party do to ensure that the vulnerable and marginalized in our society have, not only the necessities of life, but a decent quality of life?
2. What is your position on providing an adequate income for those who are unemployed through no fault of their own?
3. What is your position on policies which seek to arrest, reverse and prevent environmental pollution and to promote sustainable development for all?  
4. What policies would you propose to strengthen and enhance the family in our society?  
5. What steps would you take to reduce child poverty in our society?  
6. What steps would you take to address violence in the family, especially against women and children? 
7. What is your position on user fees for health care? · What is your position on national standards being set for health care? · How would your party ensure that palliative care becomes an integral part of the delivery of health care services? 
8. Are you and your party willing to ensure that home care is available in cases where it is needed?   
9. What steps would you take to ensure that there is no bias in our policing and judicial systems?  
10. Are you prepared to work for a more progressive tax system to replace regressive taxes that put an unfair burden on people of lower income?  
11. How would you ensure that all young people are financially capable of participating in post-secondary education if they have the qualifications to do so? 

12. What steps are you prepared to take to safeguard the rights of victims of crime? 
As members of a community, local concerns are an important part of any discernment process.  As a council, prepare questions unique to your community.

Compiled by Joleene Kemp and Pauline Krupa



Provincial Election Day is Thursday, October 6, 2011





Pope Benedict XVI invited the faithful to witness to their Christian values in the political arena by telling us, “The Church does not identify with any political party or system. She always recalls that lay people involved in politics must give a clear and courageous witness of Christian values, which they must reassert and defend should they be threatened … The dialogue initiated by Catholic lay people concerning political issues will prove effective and useful if it is based on love of the truth, a spirit of service, and solidarity in commitment to the common good.” (January 2006)





We are called as Catholics to elevate the discussions and to individually discern.  To that end, a brief activity has been developed that can be shared across the province.  Members of the Catholic Women’s League can be at the forefront raising the collective consciousness of the citizens in the province of Ontario as they elect the next provincial government.  When attending any political event, we do not speak for the League; rather each of us speaks as a Christian interested in better understanding the various candidates positions.  As an organization we do not support any one political party and the only one who speaks for us pertaining to League matters, is the provincial president.





By becoming aware of the issues and the candidates’ positions, a person is better able to select who can best represent them. 





To vote is a privilege.


Be prepared!





The following tips can assist members to be “in the know” so each of us can make the right choice on election day.
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