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So many interesting and incredible issues have been discussed and worked on over this past year. Since this executive was formed exactly one year ago there has been a continued focus on Catholic Education, mentoring, League development and membership.

The dioceses were given $1000.00 toward Project Outreach and were encouraged to plan a day for members and invite a speaker from their own area to speak on issues that provincial council had highlighted the previous year such as abuse of women and children and palliative care. The dioceses were amazing and creative in planning these outreach days. And it was satisfying to see the dioceses offer days of reflection and various workshops on resolutions, membership recruitment and leadership training and take advantage of national and provincial development funds.

At our executive meetings held in October 2009 and February 2010 we had workshops or speakers on the following:

· Protocol presented by Janice Deslauriers, Mary Lou Watson and Mary Jane Yaeger.

· The new sacramentary and changes to the celebration of liturgy presented by Bishop Tonnos.

· Mentoring presented by Margaret Ann Jacobs, Pat Rivest and Anne Madden

· The new church presented by Father Con O’Mahoney.

· FACE – Friends and Advocates of Catholic Education presented by Lou Rocha with guest Paula Peroni, president of the Ontario Catholic School Trustee Association.

Members of provincial council attended workshops and conferences and submitted detailed reports. These included:

· Theology of the Body conference

· Ontario Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse

· March for Life in Ottawa

· Alliance for Life Ontario conference

· Abuse Perpetuated by Technology conference

· One Vision One Voice conference

Mary Lou Watson, chair of the standing committee for education and health attended the annual CHAC conference representing national council.

In September 2009, president elect Marlene Pavletic and I met with the executive committee of the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario. This meeting updates the bishops on provincial council’s issues and plans and the resolutions from the last convention are presented. We had a very positive dialogue.

Our meetings with provincial government were very successful. Pauline Krupa did an amazing job working with her MPP from Thunder Bay, Bill Mauro who assisted us in obtaining meetings with 6 ministers (or their policy advisors or aids) and the premier. It was a quite the experience to be invited into the legislature for question period and to be introduced to the house. 

We have been discussing a government day for later this year where we will have our meetings with the various ministers and then host a reception for any of the ministers who is at Queen’s Park that day. This is a positive approach to raising the profile of the Catholic Women’s League in Ontario with members of provincial parliament.

We had 2 applications for the Bishop Pappin Memorial Bursary and both applicants were approved and $1000.00 will be forwarded to these seminarians. 

The Year for Priests was celebrated throughout the province in many ways such as luncheons, dinners and special services and celebrations. Provincial council presented Bishop Tonnos with a spiritual bouquet at our February meeting assuring him of our prayers for him in appreciation of his vocation and his dedication to the League.

Provincial council has once again committed funds to host a day of development for diocesan chairs of organization and resolutions in the fall. We will bring the chairs in to Toronto and offer some training for them. This is a very important and progressive initiative and I look forward to hosting these women along with Marlene Pavletic and Pauline Krupa.

Membership is a concern. It was reported that membership stands at 53,120 members and although we have seen an amazing figure of 3,316 new members in Ontario, those not renewing is even more. One idea for these non-renewing members is to pay their membership and then send them a letter inviting them back. I encourage all councils to have major membership drives in their parishes to ensure that every woman in your parish knows about the League and is invited to join. 

I attended the national executive meeting in February and membership was discussed at length around the table and at the round table of provincial presidents. The new membership cards, on line membership submission and a per capita increase were

discussed. The per capita increase is proposed for 2012 and there are many reasons why this is necessary including the drop in membership, which reduces revenue for national council as well as provincial, diocesan and parish. Expenses increased and investment income dropped.

A prayer booklet has been completed by national spiritual development chair Terri Scott and one will be given to every one attending the convention in Ottawa. Revisions are being made to the spiritual advisor’s handbook. 

For the future I hope to see: 

· further awareness of the state of Catholic schools in Ontario

· strong effort for increased membership including innovative, smart promotion of the League in the parish

· increased co-operation and dialogue between councils and spiritual advisors

· sound communication between levels of the League

· much more training within the dioceses on leadership roles, serving on executive, information about the League and parliamentary procedure.

This concludes my report. 

