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I would like to talk about two projects undertaken by the Diocesan council of Alexandria-Cornwall that we feel emphases our theme of “Centered on Faith and Justice –Led by the Spirit”.
Our Community Life chair, Kathy Meek, introduced the milk bag mat project to us with a discussion of the Haitian people’s need for a clean place to sleep after the devastating earthquake.  She then gave a demonstration of how you can take milk bags such as this one, cut them into strips, and loop them together to make pharm and then crochet or knit sleeping mats. It takes over 350 bags to make a mat large enough for an adult so many hands are needed. Everyone at the meeting saw the possibilities and took the project back to the parish councils. Members gave a talk at masses inviting parishioners to participate. Kathy invited the local paper to her first demonstration and it really took off from there. The Spirit was definitely leading as without any soliciting, Kathy began to receive invitations to demonstrate from other church groups, senior residences and schools. We soon had milk bags being faithfully dropped off, groups and individuals committed to cut the bags into strips and loop them together and still others to crochet the mats. This truly became a community project. By our convention in May, we had 36 mats stacked up - all colours and sizes. 
To complete the project, we asked Sister Elaine Robitaille, a Holy Cross sister who had spent over 10 years in Haiti, to be our keynote speaker. Her slide show and personal talk about the terrible conditions and the struggles and challenges of everyday life in Haiti brought home to us how much the Haitian people still need us to help.
Immediately after the convention, Kathy was contacted by another church with ten more mats completed. When Kathy spoke to the woman in charge of sending the mats to Haiti, she told Kathy she had a target of 85 mats for the year so our 46 brought her halfway towards that goal. Since the convention, Kathy has already booked four more demonstrations for September.
The second project I would like to talk about focuses on poverty closer to home. Our diocesan council is a member of the service club for our area. Together with other groups such as the Knights, the Kiwanis and the Rotary club, we work on a project called the Children’s Christmas Basket campaign.  We gather together everything needed by a family to have a complete Christmas meal. For the 2010 campaign, the Catholic Women's League collected 1,200 boxes of Jell-O. We spent a Sunday morning bagging fresh bread made for the project by a local bakery. We also helped prepare the distribution centre and then took shifts the day the baskets were given out.  We gave out over 1,000 baskets for Christmas 2010 and expect at least that many for 2011.
Both of these projects - one local and one international - are our small attempts to reach out in friendship and faith - to offer a little social justice.
