ON.06.05
             Plastic Bags: The High Cost of Convenience
Whereas,
It is estimated that consumers world wide use over 500 billion plastic bags each 


year and many billions end up as litter; and

Whereas,
Plastic bags do not biodegrade, they photo degrade or break down into smaller 


pieces, contaminating soil and waterways, and causing death to marine life
, 


marine life and farm animals that accidentally ingest these pieces; and
Whereas,
The production of plastic bags requires petroleum and often natural gas, both non-


renewable resources that cause damage to fragile habitats and ecosystems around 


the world; therefore be it

Resolved,
That the Ontario Provincial Council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 


urge members to become aware of the use and abuse of plastic bags; and be it 


further

Resolved,
That the Ontario Provincial Council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada 


in 59th annual convention assembled request the national council of The Catholic 


Women’s League of Canada to urge the Federal Minister of the Environment to 


introduce an awareness campaign on the use and abuse of plastic bags by:
· encouraging reduction of single use bags

· promoting the use of alternatives for consumers, i.e. cloth bags and/or tote boxes; and be it further 

Resolved,
That this resolution be forwarded to the national council of The Catholic 



Women’s League of Canada for consideration at the annual convention in August 


2006.
