A Prayer Service for Mary

Prepared by Pauline Krupa

Introduction




Very often our thoughts turn to Mary, the mother of Jesus, and her example to all people.  The Blessed Mother of Jesus is the greatest example of motherhood ever known.  She loved, protected, nourished, supported, encouraged, and taught Jesus.  She is also a woman who makes a very strong choice for God in her life, whose vocation, like ours, was to bring Christ to the world.  We pause in remembrance of Mary and the grace she brings to us through her Son as we continue our work in the Catholic Women’s Leauge. 

Reader One


When the Angel Gabriel asked Mary if she would be the mother of the Saviour, Mary responded:


“I am the Lord’s servant, may it be done to me as you have said.”









(Luke 1: 38)

Reader Two


When Jesus was twelve years old, he stayed behind after the family had visited the Temple.  Just as any parent whose child is missing, Mary let Jesus know she was very concerned.


“When his parents saw him, they were astonished.  


His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?


Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”









(Luke 2: 48)

Reader Three


When Jesus grow up, Mary stayed close.  She was responsible for his first public miracle.


“On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.


Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also 


been invited to the wedding.  When the wine was gone, 


Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”


“Mother, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied.


“My time has not yet come..”


His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”









(John 2: 1-5)

Reader Four


As Jesus died, Mary stood at the foot of the cross, faithful as ever.  At that time Jesus gave his mother to John and thus to us.


When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved


standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your


son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”


From that time on, his disciple took her into his home.









(John 19: 26 - 27)

Leader:  Little more is found in the Bible about Mary, but prayerful reading of what is there can help us to learn much about her and what she can teach us about being faithful followers of God our Father.  Let us listen and join in singing the words that Mary spoke to her cousin Elizabeth, a prayer that has come to exemplify all that our Blessed Mother has come to mean.

Song 

Magificat




(CD)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord

And my spirit exalts in God my Saviour

For He has looked with mercy on my lowliness

And so my name will be forever exalted

For the mighty God has done great things for me

And His mercy will reach from age to age

And holy, holy, holy is His name.

Response

A Mother’s Prayer

Leader:
There may be those among you who are not biological mothers, but each of us is a mother in so many ways to those around us, especially in our work as Catholic Women.  We pray together now, a Mother’s Prayer.



Dear Father, who is in heaven.

All:

You give me a glimpse of heaven in those special tender 



moments of motherhood.

Leader:
Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.

All:

Help me as I strive to create a corner of your kingdom right 



here with harmony in our home.

Leader:
Your will be done.

All:

Let all I do be an inspiration for my children to follow you.

Leader:
Give us this day our daily bread.

All:

Keep me ever thankful for the warmth that makes each loaf 



rise and aware of the love that keeps warmth in our home.

Leader:
And forgive us our trespasses.

All:

Forgive me, Lord.  Forgive me, children.  Through all the years, 


through all the tears.  I’m deeply sorry for the many times I 



may have hurt your.  I did not mean to.  I am even sorrier for 



the many times I may not have let you know how much I love you.

Leader:
As we forgive others

All:

Lifting the love displayed wordlessly by an unselfish act....



forgetting the trivial hurts.

Leader:
Lead us not into temptation

All:

from all that awaits as we venture into the world beyond our 



fence.

Leader:
But deliver us from evil.

All:

Protect the children so precious while I await their safe return.

Leader:
For yours is the kingdom

All:

Make me worthy of it.... a better mother, more loving and 



more lovable.

Leader:
And the power and the glory

All:

The joy of knowing You love me, a mother, because I am you child



as I love my children because I am their mother.

Leader:
Forever

All:

Thank you for the miracles that made me both your child and 



their mother.  Amen.

Closing Hymn


IMMACULATE MARY

1. Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing, 

You reign now in heaven with Jesus our King

Refrain:

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria

2. O perfect discipline, you cherished God’s word.

Proclaimed by your virtue, the good news you heard.

3. O mother of mercy, the cross of your Son

Has brought us to new life, in him we are one.

