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Introduction





Not long ago a friend of mine who is a Native American told this story.  The aboriginal people believe that God started creation out with one large block of stone and he worked on it night and day, chipping and chiseling away.  Buried in one of the many stones he worked on was hidden the form of a human, a two-legged.  He honed and struck at the block of stone, and chips went flying all over the face of the earth.  He was so intent on creating and setting loose the figure of this human that he worked furiously, with small stones and even rocks scattered all over earth.  When he was finished, he was very pleased and leaned close to the stone, breathing on it, breathing his own Spirit into it; and so humans were created by the power and intimacy of God.

He went on to day that we are people of stones. We live on Mother the Earth.  Pieces of us are scattered all over the earth, small slivers, round, hard, weathered stones; in mountain streams, riverbeds, on the sides of mountains.  Pieces of our spirit hewn away while God was making us are hidden here.  It is our duty to find these castoff pieces of our spirits and to gather and collect them and to make out of them something whole, something beautiful.  As we walk the blessing ways we are to be attentive, to look and to find these leftovers that are scattered about.  And when we find them all, then it is time for us to be buried in the mountains, to return to the stone of Mother the Earth.  

When the story was over he invited those near him to find a stone and then he said, “Take the stone, keep it, treasure it as a piece of your spirit that has been missing, that teaches you your connection to all the earth and from now on, be awake, be careful of everything, even stones, for they are living stones. Our lives are inter-connected and bound together and we must live with tender regard for each piece and each small thing for in it is someone's spirit.” 

This morning is about giving thanks to God who has created the diversities of peoples of the world and who has gifted Aboriginal peoples of Canada with many treasures of wisdom, spirit and vision.  We pray in thanksgiving to God for the gifts that Aboriginal peoples have brought to Canada and to the church.  Let us pray that we might all walk in the spirit to do all we can to call our people into unity.

Opening Prayer

All


O Great Creator, cleanse our hearts of all stain from sin and brokenness, that we may walk with you along the good road, your holy way.  Purify our minds, that we may be guided by your holy word.  Clear our eyes, that we may see the goodness you have created.  Open our ears that we may hear your voice.  Make our souls one with yours, that we may worship you in spirit and in truth, and love you with all our hearts, minds, bodies and souls.  May our hearts always beat as one with yours, through your Great Messenger, your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Leader


The following prayer is an expression of how Aboriginal beliefs can be combined with Christian belief. When Aboriginal people meet they place themselves in nature. The purpose of this is to express gratitude to the Creator Spirit for their connections to nature, their connections to people and their connections to all living things.  And so with mind and heart we now place ourselves in nature with the Prayer of the Four Directions as we orientate ourselves to the movement of the sun.

A Prayer of the Four Directions

All
Great Mystery,


I come before you this day and pray that I may have a pure heart and a clean mind to offer my prayers for the People.  Grandfather, hear me, accept the words that come from my heart.

Leader
We all turn to the East

Reader 1
There are gifts from each of the peoples in the four directions of the world.  The winds of the different directions remind us of these gifts.   



The east represents the yellow-skinned peoples of the world.  This direction symbolizes new life on earth and reminds us of our connectedness to creation. 



The sun rises in the east; each day is a gift; life is a gift.  Let us pray:

All

Great Mystery, we thank you for the rising sun and the greater fire that warms mother earth.  We thank you for the gift of this day and the light that helps us see the spirit in all life.  



May we be People of the Spirit.  We thank you the Peoples of the east.  Grandfather, hear me, accept the words that come from my heart.  Help us to be mindful of the new life offered in our Son.  Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Leader
We all turn to the South

Reader 2

South represents warmth and growth.  This direction represents women, the doorway of life.  The colour of the south is red; representing the Aboriginal peoples of the world.  Let us pray:

All

Grandfather, we thank you for the warm winds of spring and the greening of mother earth.  May we trust in your power and be healed.  Renew your people and give us new life, the innocence of new birth.  We thank you for the People of the south.  Grandfather, hear me, accept the words that come from my heart.  May we be encouraged to walk through the doorway to life and light.  Give us your strength and courage to endure.  Come, Holy Spirit. Come.

Leader

We all turn to the West

Reader 3
West, symbolized by the colour black, represents the gift of rest, the passing of times and of those who have gone before.  African peoples of the earth are symbolized in this direction.  Let us pray:

All

Grandfather, we thank you for this day and its ending.  May we have the insight to see beyond ourselves and know you.  Give us comfort in the darkness of night and confidence to face the new day.  We thank you for the Peoples of the west.  Grandfather, hear me, accept the words that come from my heart.  Give us the wisdom and grace to use your gifts of time and leisure well.  Come, Holy Spirit.  Come.

Leader

We all turn to the North

Reader 4

North is symbolized by the colour white, and represents coolness and the white-skinned of the world.   A gift of this direction is clarity of vision and a sense of the strength we need to live each day.  Let us pray:

All

Grandfather, we thank you for wisdom to endure the mighty winds and the cold darkness.  May we walk the sacred road with wisdom and know your sweet care.  We thank you for the Peoples of the north.  Grandfather, hear me accept the words that come from my heart.  Help us to see more clearly your role for us, especially in the stewardship and healing of Mother earth.  Come, Holy Spirit.  Come.


Leader

We turn to complete the circle. (pause) 

We look to God who cleanses our Earth with snow, wind and rain.  We look to Jesus Christ who fill us with the wideness of mercy and lovingly embraces us and to the Holy Spirit who inspires us as we pray

All

Great Mystery, hear me. My People, hear me as we pray for the coming together of heaven and earth in the Great Spirit so that we may be one.  From the red, yellow, black, brown and white peoples, may we know we are all related.  Jesus, elder Brother, Great One, Redeemer of All, Bring us home.  Bring us home.  Come, Holy Spirit. Come. 


Thanksgiving




Creator God, from you every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  You have rooted and grounded us in your covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and wholeness.  Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in partnership, may be strengthened and guided to help one another to grow into the full stature of Christ, who is our light and our life.   Joining hands let us now pray as Jesus has taught us to pray

         

The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing




May the Creator watch over you and the Spirit guide and lead you.  May Jesus be present in all that you do and the blessing of God Almighty, The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you, within you and surrounding you and those you love this day and always.  Amen.

All



    God is before us.

God is behind us.

God is above us.


God is below us.

God's words shall come from our mouths, 

for we are all God's essence, 

a sign of God's love.

All is finished in beauty.

All is finished in beauty. 

Amen.

Song


How Great Thou Art


O Lord my God!  When I in awesome wonder, 


Consider all the worlds thy hands have made.


I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,


They pow’r throughout the universe displayed.

Refrain
// Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,



How great thou art, how great thou art. //


When through the woods and forest glades I wander.


And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.


When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur


And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze.

Refrain
// Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee,



How great thou art, how great thou art. //

