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Introduction







Today people often think of charity as nothing more than giving money to a good cause.  The Bible teaches us, though, that charity is much more than that.  In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he writes, “I may give away everything I have, and even give up my body to be burned – but if I have no charity, this does me no good.”  So it is possible to give away all that we have and yet not have charity.  Charity is much more than giving to those in need.  Charity is a special love that people rooted in faith have for others.  It comes from the heart.  

Jesus teaches us to love one another, to care for our brothers and sisters in need.  For when we show kindness to others, we are God’s children indeed.  By loving one another, we imitate the love of Jesus which we have received.  When we do this, we live charity, for charity is love.

Let us pray today for the courage and compassion to bring charity to those who need our support and love … in our homes, in our parishes, in our work place, in our local community and in the world.

Let us begin with the sign of God’s great love for us:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Please join in the singing of our opening hymn 
Christians, Let us Love One Another 





Christians let us love one another as we share the true living bread


Jesus is our God and our brother; with his flesh and blood we are fed.



Refrain
Everyone who lives is born of God





Jesus is our life, God is love.


We who break this bread are one body, we who share this cup are all one


Children of our Father in heaven, we are heirs of God’s only Son.  (R)

We who eat and drink at this table die and rise again with our Lord.


Drawing from our rock living water giv’n to all who thirst for accord. (R) 


Wheat and grape incarnate a mystery; Jesus is the true living bread


Let us eat with joy and thanksgiving, trusting in the word he has said. (R)

Jesus is the vine, we the branches; we are grains of wheat, Christ the bread.  Those who eat this bread live forever, one with Christ our Lord 

And our head. (R)

Opening Prayer

Let us pray together
Lord, in your great love you bring us joy and peace.
You call us to be your children living in your love.
Bless us as we strive to live in mutual respect and trust, to be our brother’s keeper, forgiving, as we are forgiven;
loving, as we are loved; standing up for what is right,
and seeing goodness in each other.
Guide us in our service of building a Christian community of charity, always mindful of those in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

Reading


Colossians 3:12-17


A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians

You are the people of God; he loved you and chose you for his own.  So then, you must clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Be tolerant with one another and forgive one another whenever any of you has a complaint against someone else.  You must forgive one another just as the Lord has forgiven you.  And to all these qualities add love, which binds all things together in perfect unity.  The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in the decisions you make; for it is to this peace that God has called you together in  one body.  And be thankful.  Christ’s message in all its richness must live in your hearts.  Teach and instruct one another with all wisdom.  Sing psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in your hearts.  Everything you do or say, then, should be done in the name of the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks through him to God the Father.

V.  The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Reflection







Pope John Paul II once said that charity “is a need which springs from faith working through love.”  In our service of charity we must care for the other as a person for whom God has made us responsible.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called to become neighbours to everyone and to show special favour to those who are poorest, most alone and most in need.   In helping the hungry, the thirsty, the foreigner, the naked, the sick, the imprisoned – as well as the child in the womb and the old person who is suffering or near death – we have the opportunity to serve Jesus.  He himself said: “As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”

Acts of charity can be seen in the big things…when someone donates a lot of money to a worthy cause; when someone goes to a poor country to help those in need; when a famous person helps someone who is less fortunate…but charity is also about little things— tiny, loving actions that take no more than a few seconds or minutes of our time and which really do make life better for other people…holding open a door for someone; helping to carry a heavy load; inviting someone to join in a conversation; visiting someone who is sick; listening to someone who needs to talk; giving a compliment, a smile, a phone call that may brighten someone’s day. If we help that person to feel a little bit better when they come out of that conversation or meeting with us, and they feel as if their load has been lightened, then we will have carried out a truly great act of charity….we have been chosen….
Song

God Has Chosen Me


God has chosen me, God has chosen me


To bring good news to the poor.


God has chosen me, God has chosen me


To bring new sight to those searching for light


God has chosen me, chosen me
Refrain


And to tell the world that God’s kingdom is near


To remove oppression and break down fear


Yes, God’s time is near, God’s time is near


God’s time is near, God’s time is near.


God has chosen me, God has chosen me


To set alight a new fire


God has chosen me, God has chosen me


To bring to birth a new kingdom on earth


God has chosen me, chosen me.

Refrain


God is calling me, God is calling me


In all whose cry is unheard


God is calling me, God is calling me


To raise up the voice with no power or choice


God is calling me, calling me.

Refrain
Creed of Those Who Are Called (based on the Letters of St. Paul)

(Theresa will explain left side / right side)
Left Side

We believe that God chose us in him before the world began, to be holy and blameless in his sight.
Right Side

We believe that those whom he foreknew he predestined to share the image of his Son.
Left Side 

We believe that God who had set us apart before we were born and called us by his favour chose to reveal his Son to us that we might spread among all people the good tidings concerning him.
Right Side 

We believe that God has saved us and has called us to a holy life, not because of any merit of ours, but according to his own design – the grace held out to us in Christ Jesus before the world began.
Left Side 

We believe that Christ Jesus has judged us faithful and worthy by calling us to his service.
Right Side 

We believe that we are apostles by vocation, servants of Christ Jesus set apart to announce the Gospel of God.
Left Side 

Considering our vocation, we believe that God chose the weak of this world to shame the strong, so that our faith would not rest on human wisdom but on the power of God.
Right Side 

We believe that to each one God has given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
Left Side 

We believe that we must live a life worthy of the calling which we have received, with perfect humility, meekness, and patience, seeking to grow in all things toward him.
Right Side 

We believe that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who have been called according to his decree.
Left Side 

We believe in him whose power now at work in us can do immeasurably more that we ask or imagine.
Right Side 

We believe that he who has begun the good work in us will carry it through to completion, right up to the day of Christ Jesus, because he who calls us is faithful.

Prayer to St. Paul

All

Glorious St Paul, most zealous Apostle,
Martyr for the love of Christ, give us a deep faith, a steadfast hope,
a burning love for our Lord so that we can proclaim with you
“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”

Help us to become apostles, growing in charity, so that we can serve the Church with a pure heart and witness to her truth and beauty amidst the darkness of our days.  With you we praise God our Father; “To Him be the glory, in the Church and in Christ, now and for ever.”   Amen.
Closing Song
“They’ll Know we Are Christians”.



“They will Know we are Christians”

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord.

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored.

Refrain  
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love.


  

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land. (R)

We will work with each other, we will work side by side.

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

and we’ll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride.

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come,

and all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son,  

and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.

