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Introduction 







This morning our prayer symbol is the table.  The table represents for us many grace-filled images – the altar table at Mass, tables of banquets and celebrations, our family dining table.  But tables also challenge us – around the world many families do not have a table or enough food to eat.  People of power gather around tables to make life-altering decisions, but many people are not represented at these tables and their voices are excluded.  For our prayer this day let us bring to the table the gifts we have received from God, the needs we carry in our heart, openness to hear God’s Word and the courage to live as his disciples.  And so we begin:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Hymn


Only in God

Refrain 



Only in God will my soul be at rest.  

From Him comes my hope, my salvation.

He alone is my rock of safety, my strength, my glory, my God.

Trust in Him at all times, O people, and pour out your hearts.

God Himself is a refuge for us and a stronghold for our fear.

Many times have I heard Him tell of His long lasting love.

You Yourself, Lord, reward all who labour for love of Your name.

Prayer 








Lord God, you created all people in your image and likeness and call us to be one in the Body of Christ, your Son.  We pray for all of us gathered here, that we may grow in courage, because courage is what helps us to practice the virtues (inclusivity, charity, forgiveness, justice, peacemaking, compassion, honesty, respect and humility) all the days of our lives.  Bless and strengthen those who work to bring relief to the oppressed and hungry throughout the world.  Give them courage.  Keep them safe.  We ask these prayers through your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.

All:  Amen.

The Good Samaritan
(from the Gospel of St. Luke)



One day a teacher of Laws questioned Jesus to see if he could trick him.  When he asked the question, “Who is my neighbour?”, Jesus told this parable: 

 “There was once a man who was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead.   It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but when he saw the man, he walked on by on the other side.   In the same way a Levite also came there, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by on the other side.   But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity.  He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.  The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper.  ‘Take care of him,’ he told the innkeeper, ‘and when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you spend on him.”  After he finished the story, Jesus asked the teacher who the neighbour was.  

Reflection








Do I have the courage to reach out to be a neighbour – whoever that may be – whenever they are in need?  Even when I may be too busy, even when my “neighbour” happens to be someone I don’t like or someone I have difficulty working with.  Even when my “neighbour” may be poor, sick, homeless, unpopular…

Do I have the courage to “go and do the same”, to be of service to my neighbour each day, to be a disciple of Jesus?  If not, am I willing to pray for the courage?

A Prayer For Courage

All

Almighty God, who gives strength to the weak and upholds those who might fall, give me courage to do what is right, for those that trust in you have no need to fear.  Make me brave to face any danger that may threaten me.

Give me the help that you have promised to those who ask it, that I may overcome my fears and go bravely forward.  Fill me with courage, that nothing which is my duty to do, may be too hard for me. Let me put my trust in your power and goodness.  Thank you my Lord.  Amen.

Intercessions 






Let us pray that the Spirit will give us the courage to live in such a way that we will bring Jesus’ love, peace, joy, justice, forgiveness, and kindness to our world.

The response to our petitions is: 
Lord give us courage

1. That we may always show faithfulness to you O Lord. 

2. That we may always show respect for you and your Church, Oh Lord. 

3. That we may remember to set aside time for prayer. 

4. That we may show loving care for all members of our family and pay special attention to our elders. 

5. That we may show sensitivity and respect for all living things.

6. That we may cherish the sacrament of marriage.

7. That we may treat others fairly and respect their property and their freedom. 

8. That we may seek always to believe and practice what is right and true. 

9.That we may demonstrate devotion to Your ways and not our own selfish wants. 

10. That we may cooperate in God's generosity, and share the gifts that He has given to us. 



Lord, we gather these prayers and the needs and concerns we have spoken along with those deep in our heart; we join our voices with all peoples around the world as we pray with courage the words our Saviour Jesus taught us…

Our Father

Concluding Prayer









Loving God, you are our source of wisdom and courage and your Holy Spirit gives us power to live as disciples of your Son.  May our commitment to serve You through the “least of our brothers and sisters” bring justice and dignity to them and peace to our world.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Hymn

This Day God Gives Me


This day God gives me strength of high heaven


Sun and moon shining, Flame in my hearth,


Flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness,


Deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth.


This day God sends me strength to sustain me,


Might to uphold me, wisdom as guide.


Your eyes are watchful, your ears are list’ning

Your lips are speaking, friend at my side.

God’s way is my way, God’s shield is round me,

God’s host defends me, saving from ill.

Angels of heaven, drive from me always

All that would harm me, stand by me still.

Rising I thank you, Mighty and strong One,

King of creation, giver of rest,

Firmly confessing, threeness of persons,


Oneness of Godhead, Trinity blest.

