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Introduction




When we pray, we pay attention to God, who is here with us.  We listen to God's words and we share with God our thoughts, hopes and fears.  This morning we pray for ourselves.  God definitely cares about us and asks us to take care of ourselves as well.  This morninng we pray for each other.  We will be asking God to help us in our endeavours as a Provincial Council.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen

All:
God our Father, you have loved each of us and known each of us from the first moment of our existence.  You have valued us and rejoiced in us, the people whom you love.  As you care for us, help us to care for ourselves and each other.  We ask for wholeness.  Do not allow fear, ignorance, or pride to limit the actions of your Spirit in our lives, nor allow mere custom to prevent the divine creativity within us from bearing fruit.  Grant this, we ask you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Reading:  Ephesians 3: 14 - 21 


A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

This then is what I pray, kneeling before the Father:

In abundance of this glory may he, through his Spirit, enable your inner selves to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, with all God's holy people you will have the strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth; so that, knowing the love of Christ which is beyond all knowledge, you may be filled with the utter fullness of God.  Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine; glory be to him in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer


Lord Jesus, you rejoiced with all people as they discovered, for the first time, what it meant to be sons and daughters of God.  Awaken our minds and hearts to the wonders of our faith so that we continue to bring your love to all we meet.  



Our love must be patient:


Help us to take the time to develop community within this council  so that sharing takes place in a relaxed, comfortable atmosphere, so that we are at ease with each other, let us pray to the Lord......Response: Lord, hear our prayer.  (All)


 Our love must be kind:


Help us to be kind. May we always remember that more hearts are won by loving acceptance, than by harsh words, let us pray to the Lord....Response


 Our love must be unselfish:


Help us to give without reserve so that through our example others too may become self-giving, let us pray to the Lord.....



 Our love must be trustful:


Help us to bring the Good News of Jesus to others as we share in their spiritual journey, let us pray to the Lord......

Our love must be hopeful:


Help us to bring hope and peace to each other.  Lord God, you  promise each of us eternal life if we love you and all people, in the way that you love us.  Keep us in your love, let us pray to the Lord…..


Our love must be creative:


Help us to use the gifts and talents we possess to bring forth those of our members, so that they might spread the Good News to others, let us pray to the Lord......



Our love must be joyful:


Help us to be vessels of your love, filled with joy and happiness, with Jesus in their lives, let us pray to the Lord.....

Closing Prayer

As Christ's stewards entrusted with the mysteries of God, we are empowered to work for excellence in the Catholic Women’s League of Canada.  United together we  renew the bonds of faith, hope and charity which unite all people and open our hearts to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  We are called to live and work and pray in partnership and in relationship.  Everything about our faith seems to be threaded by the theme of "relationality".  Alone we can do nothing -- we need the strength and gifts of those in direct relationship with us, and those in similar situations.  We must have the courage to take flight -- knowing we are not alone.

Closing Song:  Wings of an Eagle 
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