Prayer Service for Hope 
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The Christ Candle is lit before the service begins.
Introduction







Let us begin our prayer – In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  This morning we give praise and thanks to our God who shares divinity with us, who shares humanity with us, who unsettles and inspires us.  Let us begin with our opening hymn “O God, our Help in Ages Past.”

Song

O God, our Help in Ages Past


O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come.


Our shelter from the stormy blast and our eternal home.


Beneath the shadow of your throne, your saints have dwelt secure;


Sufficient is your arm alone and our defense is sure.


Before the hills in order stood or earth receive its frame,


From everlasting you are God, to endless years the same.

Opening Prayer 

“The Wisdom of Hope”

Left: 

O God of the universe, we praise and thank you for all the good gifts that you have given us and especially for the gift of light to see with hope-filled eyes.

Right: 

We ask that you will renew our sight, so that we may envision a new heaven and a new earth, a world in which all women and men will work together joyfully in cooperation and love.

Left: 

These are new and challenging times in the Church and in the world.  Give us wisdom so that we may be always conscious of tradition yet open to the new ways in which the Spirit calls us.

Right: 

Guide us as we learn from the wisdom of each other.  Give us a spirit of trust so that we may more fully collaborate with our sisters and brothers.

Left: 

May our lives be those of a priestly people, a people who are filled with hope because of your presence in our midst, a people who recognize that it is in serving each other that we serve you.

Right: 

We ask you all these favors because you are the giver of life and light, the one who enlightens our vision, touches it with wisdom, and gives it strength and brilliance.

Reading

Wisdom 7:24-29


   

For Wisdom is quicker to move than any motion; she is so pure, she pervades and permeates all things.   She is a breath of the power of God, pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; so nothing impure can find its way into her.  For she is a reflection of the eternal light, untarnished mirror of God's active power, and image of his goodness.  Although she is alone, she can do everything; herself unchanging, she renews the world, and, generation after generation, passing into holy souls, she makes them into God's friends and prophets;  for God loves only those who dwell with Wisdom.  She is indeed more splendid than the sun, she outshines all the constellations;  compared with light, she takes first place, for light must yield to night, but against Wisdom evil cannot prevail.

The Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

Litany of Hope





(Leader  reads the entire line, we repeat the part in italics.)

Blessed be Eve, the first woman of our tradition, whose very life gives us a lesson in hope for the future of humanity.

Blessed be Sarah, partner of Abraham, whose ability to remain open to laughter, love, and the miracle of creation gave her a son in her old age.

Blessed be Mary, the Mother of God and our mother, who knew pain and humiliation yet never lost faith.

Blessed be Priscilla, collaborator with Paul, whose faith and hope enabled him to minister.

Blessed be Teresa of Avila, doctor of the Church, whose experience of the awareness of God teaches all generations the value of prayer in times of doubt.

Blessed be Dorothy Day, cofounder of the Catholic Worker Movement, who has given hope and witness to the Church of the poor and the oppressed.

Blessed Be women religious, vowed celibates, who have served the Church tirelessly through all the ages and have never lost faith.

Blessed be single women, mothers to many, who by their unique call offer time and talents to all God’s family.

Blessed be wives and mothers, who have nurtured children and families in a spirit of joy, hope, and self-giving.

Blessed be widows, who in sorrow and loss are signs of fidelity, perseverance, and strength.

Blessed be poor women and women who are abused or oppressed, for they give to all of us a lesson in hope for the future of humanity.

All

Creator God, you who have given us these strong yet gentle women, help us to draw strength from their lives so that we may be ever faithful. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Power of a Candle  {Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI}



In the days of apartheid in South Africa, 

Christians there used to light candles and place them in the windows 

as a sign of hope, a sign that they believed 

that some day this injustice would end.

A candle burning in a window was a sign of hope and a political statement.

The government didn’t miss the message.

It passed a law making it illegal to place a lit candle in a window,

the offense being equal to owning a firearm, 

both considered equally dangerous. 

This eventually became a joke among the children:

 “Our government is afraid of lit candles!”


They had reason to be! Lit candles, more than firearms, overthrew apartheid.

Hope, not guns, is what ultimately transforms things. 

To light a candle as an act of hope is to say to yourself and others that, 

despite anything that might be happening in the world, 

you are still nursing a vision of peace and unity 

based upon something beyond the present state of things 

and this hope is based upon deeper realities than the world admits.



But what is hope?

Hope is not wishful thinking. 

Hope is not just natural optimism.

Hope is not simply shrewd observation and common sense.

Hope is based upon the belief that there’s ultimately 

a gracious Lord who rules the universe, 

and this Lord is powerful enough

to rearrange the atoms and raise the dead to new life.

To light a candle, then, is a powerful statement of hope. 

We light our candles from the Christ candle lit this morning because we believe that God,  who is more real than anything else, 

has promised to establish a kingdom of love, peace, and justice on this earth and is gracious, forgiving, and powerful enough to do it.

(each candle is lit and once completed….)

Shelley continues

May each of us be a lit candle proclaiming hope to our world!   As we sing our closing song, please distinguish your candle when it is right for you to do so.  The candle is yours to take with you so that you can keep a light in your window.

Hymn:  

Out of Darkness

Tom Kendzia CD

Refrain

Out of darkness the light of Christ will shine



As the dawn of day breaks through the night.



Then the poor and oppressed with cry out and be heard



By the light that rises from the night.

Let the darkness flee from here, put an end to sadness and fear.
The hungry will eat, the sick will dance, the dead will rise again.

This is the night, O Holy of Nights, the chains of death are destroyed.

This is the light, the glory of God is raised to life again.

A single flame, a flicker of hope spreads like a sea of fire.

Open the door, shout to the night, we will live again!

