ON.09.05
Support Canadian Food for Children

Whereas, 
Canadian Food for Children (CFFC) is a registered Canadian charitable organization that relies totally on donations and volunteer labour to fulfill its mission to provide food and services for underprivileged children and their families worldwide; and

Whereas,
both Catholic and secular communities have acknowledged the significance of CFFC’s dedication to feeding and caring for children around the world; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 
That the Ontario provincial council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in 62nd annual convention assembled, encourage its members to become involved and to financially support the CFFC; and be it further

Resolved,
That the Ontario provincial council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in 62nd annual convention assembled, request that this resolution be forwarded to the national executive for support and action in all ten provinces and three territories.
BRIEF:  Support Canadian Food for Children
Canadian Food for Children (CFFC) is a registered Canadian charitable organization founded in 1985 in the Archdiocese of Toronto by Dr. Andrew Simone and his wife Joan.  Its motto is “Jesus is our Strength” and there are no paid employees.  In the beginning the Simones began to ship food to Mother Teresa in Africa but at her suggestion they now ship to missionaries in twenty-two countries around the world. They are guided by a Board of Directors that includes six secular Franciscans and the organization supports the Canadian market through the purchase of grains and cereals as well as the use of shipping services.  Financial support for CFFC is received from cash donations, cheques and/or bequests from individuals, school or church groups and other charities so that CFFC can purchase food and services for the poor in countries such as Nicaragua, Ghana and the Philippines.  As a Catholic-based organization, they get the local bishop to vouch for the mission’s integrity and make periodic visits themselves to ensure delivery of food, clothing and medicine directly to the poor (CFFC, 2008; Madawo; Simone).
Those involved with CFFC at the local, provincial and national levels, realize that this organization epitomizes what it means to be “rooted in gospel values” (Brown) and the organization understands the joy of giving.  Individuals and parishes have provided assistance through donations of goods, time and memorial donations (Alcoba).  Volunteers recruit donations of food and supplies, bring them to the warehouse and assist with packing and shipping of the containers. Children are encouraged to participate through CFFC’s Pennies for the Poor program (CFFC, 2007).  Dr. and Mrs. Simone as well as other volunteers across the country have donated many hours speaking at churches and in schools to increase awareness that in developing countries, one hundred pennies provide forty good meals (Richard; Wilson 2001). As a result, children develop a sense of purpose and meaning in their lives as they fill their sand pails with pennies or donate money in lieu of their birthday gifts, so they too can help feed the poor (CFFC, 2007).
In recognition of the great work of CFFC, several awards have been conferred on the Simones including the Catholic Civil Rights League’s Archbishop Adam Exner Award and the Saint Anthony’s International Solidarity Award (Canada Europa; CCRL).   They have been recognized in the secular world in publications such as the National Post, Sunday Sun, Readers Digest, Medical Post as well as The Catholic Register. Within the Catholic Women’s League of Canada, the CFFC has been acknowledged in reports for evangelization and mission assistance, developing countries and ministry to youth (DeLuca; Jacobs; Miller).

In order to continue to do the amount of shipping that CFFC currently does in one year, the organization requires at least $1.5 million dollars annually (Richard).

Support for Canadian Food for Children by The Catholic Women’s League of Canada through awareness articles in The Canadian League and directives from standing committee chairs would encourage financial assistance to continue the great work of this organization.
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ACTION PLAN

· Encourage members to become educated and more aware of the CFFC.

· Encourage members to support the CFFC through donations, volunteering 
and fund-raising initiatives.
· Host a parish activity to promote awareness; invite an informed CFFC 
volunteer as guest speaker.
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