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ON.14.01        Mandatory Labelling of Genetically Modified Food Products
Whereas        the majority of Canadian consumers are unaware that there are no regulations in Canada pertaining to the mandatory labelling of foods and animal feed products that are genetically modified (GM); and

Whereas        since the 1990s, GM food products and ingredients have become increasingly prevalent in commodity crops and animal feed products; and

Whereas        there is an emerging body of research relating GM foods with health and environmental effects; therefore be it

Resolved        that the Ontario provincial council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada in 67th annual convention assembled request the national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada to urge the federal government to amend the Food and Drugs Act to include the mandatory labelling for all Canadian and imported food and animal feed products that have been genetically modified and or contain genetically modified ingredients; and be it further

Resolved        that this resolution be forwarded to the national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada for consideration at its 94th annual convention in August 2014.
Submitted by Ontario provincial council

Brief
Eighty-three percent (83%) of Canadian consumers surveyed support mandatory labelling of food containing genetically modified organisms (GMOs) (Howard & Brichta, 2013, p.26).  Thousands of products in Canada are now derived from genetically modified (GM) products and because there is no mandatory labelling, consumers are unaware that foods have been genetically modified (Manasan, 2013, p.2).  

“Genetically Modified: An organism, such as a plant, animal or bacterium, is considered genetically modified if its genetic material has been altered through any method, including conventional breeding. A ‘GMO’ is a genetically modified organism” (Health Canada, 2012, p.3). This genetic manipulation of the DNA combines the genetic traits from different plants and animals by removing a trait from one organism and adding it into another to give desired traits that are not naturally occurring such as resistance to pesticides, diseases or insects, usually in order to improve yield (Manasan, 2013, p.2). 

The Flavr Savr tomato was the first GM crop approved by the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in 1994 and imported into Canada (David Suzuki Foundation, 2013, p.1).  There are over 81 GM foods that have been approved in Canada including canola, corn, lentils, potatoes, rice, soybeans, squash and wheat (EatRight Ontario, 2013, p.1). Several news articles, including Maclean’s reported in late November 2013, that Environment Canada approved the production of the GM Atlantic salmon egg which is able to grow twice as fast as the conventional counterpart. The manufacturer, Aquabounty Technologies, is now awaiting approval for sale of the GM salmon from Health Canada (Doucette, 2013, p.1).  

“GM foods are treated the same as non-GM foods when it comes to labelling” (Bloom, Grant & Slate, 2011, p.30).  The Canadian General Standards Board adopted the Voluntary Labelling And Advertising of Foods That Are and Are Not Products of Genetic Engineering in 2004, which established the standard for food labels and advertising claims pertaining to the use and non-use of genetic engineering (Government of Canada, 2014, p.1).  “Health Canada does not plan to do research on GM foods since they are not seen as a risk to Canadians” (EatRight Ontario, 2013, p.2).  Health concerns associated with GM foods include allergen reactions, anti-nutrient effects and toxicity. More research is required on potential long-term effects of consuming GM foods (Krentz, 2013, p.3).  “Overall more than 50% of respondents indicate that they had ‘major concerns’ and were ‘very concerned’ about GM feeds” (Komirenk, Veeman, & Unterschultz, 2013, p.246) used in agricultural animal production.

Private Member’s Bill C-257 An Act to Amend The Food and Drugs Act (Mandatory Labelling for Genetically Modified Foods) received First Reading in 2011 and was reinstated on October 16, 2013 (LEGISInfo, 2014, p.1).  Because the full effects of GM foods are still emerging, consumers have a right to know what is in their food in order to make informed choices, perform their own risk assessment, evaluate perceived or potential health risks or benefits in addition to concerns on ethics, religion, food quality, etc. (Kids Right to Know, 2014, p.3).  Mandatory labelling on all genetically modified food products would provide consumers with a choice to look for a non-genetically modified product if they so desire.
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Action Plan

· Write letters to the prime minister, and the Minister of Health & Long-Term-Care and the local elected members of parliament, asking them to amend the Food and Drugs Act to include the mandatory labelling for all Canadian and imported foods and animal feed products that have been genetically modified and or contain genetically modified ingredients.
· Encourage members to become informed about genetically modified products.
· Monitor Bill C-257 Mandatory Labelling for Genetically Modified Foods
· Write letters to manufacturers

· Write letters to Health Canada to do research on genetically modified foods

· Educate members on genetically modified foods and the importance of having the information on labels.

· Educate members on how to read labels and the importance of reading food labels

· Invite a speaker


