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                                                                                                                                 Community Life




ON.14.02                       Feathers of Hope - Empowering First Nations Youth 
Whereas        the Feathers of Hope forum report titled Together We Are…Feathers of Hope: A First Nations Youth Action Plan (Feathers of Hope) released February 2014, helped young people realize they could “add their voices and energies to work with their communities, leadership and government to create real change”; and 

Whereas        there are issues related to poverty of youth in First Nations communities raised in numerous reports over several decades without any meaningful response from the appropriate Provincial/Territorial and Federal Ministries, creating a feeling of hopelessness that contributes to First Nations youth suicide rates 5 to 7 times higher than the national average; and
Whereas        Indigenous children trail the rest of Canada’s children on practically every measure of well-being; therefore, be it
Resolved        that the members of the Ontario provincial council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in the 67th annual convention assembled, urge the Office of the Provincial Advocate for Children and Youth to initiate a meeting of the appropriate Provincial/Territorial and Federal Ministries, First Nations leaders, and First Nations youth to discuss and create a five-year strategy to implement the recommendations set out in the Feathers of Hope action plan; and be it further

Resolved        that the Ontario provincial council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada in 67th annual convention assembled request the national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada to urge the Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates to initiate a meeting with all appropriate Provincial and Territorial Ministries, First Nations leaders, First Nations youth and other interested organizations to undertake a similar process to the Feathers of Hope in the remaining provinces and territories of Canada; and be it further

Resolved        that this resolution be forwarded to the national council of The Catholic Women’s   League of Canada for consideration at the 94th annual national convention in August 2014. 
Submitted by Ontario provincial council

Brief
With the release of Together We Are…Feathers of Hope: A First Nations Youth Action Plan in February 2014, it is time “for decision makers to walk beside them [youth] and work together to improve the circumstances of their lives.” (Elman, 2013, p.9) Canadians must act with urgency to provide effective supports, services and social conditions that will enable Aboriginal children and youth to achieve the developmental outcomes and level of wellbeing that Canadian children should equally enjoy. First Nations youth have requested that, “all decision-makers in Ministries at the provincial and federal level, First Nations leadership and other interested organizations must join together and take immediate action to meet the needs and challenges faced by First Nations youth. All actions and strategies based on the action plans must be created with First Nations young people as equal partners” (Crowe, Araba, Beardy-Meekis, Morris, & Trudeau, 2013, p.14) to work together to create a five-year strategy. We must immediately empower and support First Nations youth to “add their voices and energies to work with their communities, leadership and government to create real change” (Crowe et al., p.11). 

 “Based on data from the 2006 census, this study found that the average child poverty rate for all children in Canada is 17%, while the average child poverty rate for all Indigenous children is more than twice that figure, at 40%” (McDonald, 2013, p.6). “Most shocking, however, is that fully half – 50% - of status First Nations children live below the poverty line. This number grows to 62% in Manitoba and 64% in Saskatchewan” (McDonald, 2013, p.6). “The poverty rate of status First Nations children living on reserves was triple that of non-indigenous children” (Hildebrandt, 2013, p.1). In addition, “Indigenous children trail the rest of Canada’s children on practically every measure of wellbeing: family income, educational attainment, poor water quality, infant mortality, health, suicide, crowding and homelessness” (McDonald, 2013, p.7). 

 “The Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates (the Council) is an alliance of government-appointed children’s advocates from nine provinces and one territory.  Each operates under a legislative framework unique to their province or territory, and their titles differ.  Nine of the ten members are independent officers of their provincial/territorial legislatures.”  (2010, p.1) In its discussion paper, Aboriginal Children and Youth in Canada: Canada Must Do Better, released in 2010, the Council indicated, “the information outlined in this paper is not new” (p.3).  “In 1996, the Royal Commission report on Aboriginal Peoples acknowledged the numerous challenges that Aboriginal children face and advocated for collective efforts to address them” (p.3).  
“Canada championed the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child” (p.4) in 1989. “Indicators continue to show Aboriginal children facing far worse than their non-Aboriginal peers” (p.4). “The goal of addressing the rights of Aboriginal children and their persistent disadvantages remains unrealized” (p.4). A review of the Office of the Chief Coroner’s report of the youth suicides in Pikangikum First Nation from 2006 – 2008 released in 2011, also references the 1995 Horizons of Hope Report;  “At that time, young people noted the time for talk was over and that it was time to put their ideas into action” (Lauwers, p.147).

“Our view is that Aboriginal children and youth are a vital part of the social fabric of Canada” (The Canadian Council of Provincial Child and Youth Advocates, p.2). 
The time for change is now.
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Action Plan
· Review the Feathers of Hope report to determine if there are specific recommendations or requests from the youth that could be supported by League members;

· Write letters of support to the Canadian Council of Child and Youth Provincial Advocates and/or directly to the government-appointed child and youth advocate in their province or territory; 

· Have a First Nation youth or representative make a presentation related to their experiences to bring awareness to members;

· Ask members to be aware of First Nation youth concerns;

