ON.98.03

IONIZATION TYPE SMOKE DETECTORS
WHEREAS
the ionizing type of smoke detectors, the most commonly sold, (as they are the 


least expensive), use Americium 241, a waste product of nuclear reactors; and

WHEREAS
the amount of Americium in one detector exceeds the currently permissible dose



To the human body by 9,000 times; and

WHEREAS
ionization type smoke detectors burned in a fire or incinerator or discarded in  


landfill release thousands of lethal doses into the environment where it is readily 


taken up by plants and animals and eventually becomes available to humans in 


food and water and is then stored in the liver and in the bone; therefore be it

RESOLVED
that the Ontario Provincial Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada 


in its 51st Annual Convention assembled urge the Federal Minister of the 



Environment


i) to make it mandatory that manufacturers of products containing radioactive 


    materials, especially the ionization type smoke detectors, be required to clearly 


    show a “radioactive material” contents warning on the exterior of the 



    packaging; and



ii) to ensure that directions for the safe disposal of radioactive products be 



     included on the detector itself; and be it further

RESOLVED
that we urge our members to make themselves aware of the dangers of using 


ionization type smoke detectors and use alternative products when possible; and 


be it further

RESOLVED
that this resolution be forwarded to the National Council of the Catholic 



Women’s League of Canada for consideration at the Annual Convention in 


August, 1998.
