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Introduction



The universe, yet incomplete, on the sixth day God created her, WOMAN, and said to her I shall give you…

…a heart full of compassion

…a spirit free to fly with the birds

…a vessel to carry life into the world

…wisdom to know great truths

…courage to rise out of oppression

…strength to move mountains

…gentleness to kiss the earth

…passion to set the world on fire

…vision to respect the earth that bore you

…a playful nature to dance with children

…laughter to fill the valleys

…tears to wash the pain away

…hands for labouring and loving

…intuition to know the unknown

…desire to be that which you were created to be.

AND GOD SAID TO HER,

“Woman, I have created you in my image and likeness, YOU ARE GOOD!”
Leader


When we think of “woman” our thoughts often turn to Mary, the mother of Jesus, She loved, protected, nourished, supported, encouraged and taught Jesus.  She was a woman who made a very strong choice for God in her life, whose vocation, like ours, was to bring Christ to the world.  This morning we will also turn our thoughts to a dear friend and sister who truly exemplifies our theme of “Love One Another.” 

Helene Reiger, was a Life Member from the London Diocese.  She served as Diocesan President in 1983 and 1984.  She shared her love with everyone She was a wonderful mentor – always ready to listen, always ready to help and always ready to give support and encouragement.  Her presence was constant and peaceful.  Her smile was calming and serene and her voice very soothing.   She shared her faith, her love of God and her love of her church.  She walked the talk and was clearly the hands and feet of Christ in all she said and did. The Catholic Women’s League was a way of life for Helene.  Helene loved the League and she lived the League.  In her letter to councils in 1984 Helene wrote “only God can fully know how much His people have benefited by the ministry of the CWL over the years.  We thank Him for using us as His instruments”.

This morning in our prayer service we remember Helene as we pray to our Blessed Mother.
Hymn:
IMMACULATE MARY

1. Immaculate Mary, your praises we sing, 

You reign now in heaven with Jesus our King

Refrain:

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria

Ave, Ave, Ave, Maria

2. O perfect discipline, you cherished God’s word.

Proclaimed by your virtue, the good news you heard.

3. O mother of mercy, the cross of your Son

Has brought us to new life, in him we are one.


Reader 1

When the Angel Gabriel asked Mary if she would be the mother of the Saviour, Mary responded:


“I am the Lord’s servant, may it be done to me as you have said.”









(Luke 1: 38)

Reader 2

When Jesus was twelve years old he stayed behind after the family had visited the Temple.  Just as any parent whose child is missing, Mary let Jesus know she was very concerned.


“When his parents saw him, they were astonished.  


His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this?


Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”









(Luke 2: 48)

Reader 3

When Jesus grew up Mary stayed close.  She was responsible for his first public miracle.


“On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.


Jesus’ mother was there and Jesus and his disciples had also 


been invited to the wedding.  When the wine was gone, 


Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”


“Mother, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied.


“My time has not yet come..”


His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”









(John 2: 1-5)

Reader 4

As Jesus died, Mary stood at the foot of the cross, faithful as ever.  At that time Jesus gave his mother to John and thus to us.


When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved


standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your


son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”


From that time on, his disciple took her into his home.









(John 19: 26 - 27)

Leader


  Little more is found in the Bible about Mary, but prayerful reading of what is there can help us to learn much about her and what she can teach us about being faithful followers of God our Father.  Let us say together the words that Mary spoke to her cousin Elizabeth, a prayer that has come to exemplify all that our Blessed Mother has come to mean.

All:
The Magnificat


My soul magnifies the Lord,


  and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;


Because he had regarded the lowliness of his handmaid;


  for, behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.


Because he who is mighty has done great things for me, 


  and holy is his name.


And his mercy is from generation to generation on those 


 who fear him.



He has shown might with his arm,


  he has scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart.


He has put down the mighty from their thrones,


  and has exalted the lowly.


He has filled the hungry with good things,


  and the rich he has sent away empty.


He has given help to Israel, his servant, mindful of his mercy --


  Even as he spoke to our fathers --


  to Abraham and to his posterity forever.

Leader
May the Virgin Mary bless us as her loving children.

All:

Grant that I may praise you, O sacred Virgin; 



give me strength against  your enemies.

Leader
Mother of Sorrows, 

All:

pray for us.
3 Hail Mary’s

Leader


May our sister Helene who has adopted Our Lady of Good Counsel as her patroness through League activities, rest in peace, through the mercy of God.

All:
Amen

Song of Farewell
Songs of the Angels





May songs of the angels welcome you 

And guide you along your way;
May the smiles of the martyrs greet your own

As darkness turns into day.

Every fear will be undone

And death will be no more

As songs of the angels bring you home

Before the face of God.

Leader
May God bless us all, through Jesus our Redeemer and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

All:
Amen

Closing Hymn

Gentle Woman

Refrain
Gentle Woman, quiet light,



Morning Star, so strong and bright.



Gentle Mother, peaceful dove,



Teach us wisdom, teach us love.


You were chosen by the Father


You were chosen for the Son


You were chosen from all women


And for woman, shining one.


Blessed are you among women.


Blest in turn all women too.


Blessed they with peaceful spirits,


Blessed they with gentle hearts.

