THANKSGIVING PRAYER SERVICE

Prepared by Patricia M. Rivest

For the Ontario Provincial Executive Council

Leader: 

The following prayers encompass both the praise of God for his provisions through creation, but also the problems in this world where uneven distribution of the resources occur –therefore, Thanksgiving and Social Justice

Let us begin with a moment of quiet reflection, breathing in the presence of God’s Spirit.  Let us close our minds to the distractions of the outside world and reflect on God’s presence in this Holy Space.




*pause for a few seconds*

Let us pray the Opening Prayer together - 

We gather as your people, O Lord.  We celebrate our coming together and affirm each other as women who are rooted in gospel values, called to holiness through service to your people.  Help us open our hearts and minds to the challenges presented to us.  Help us to open the doors in our lives, doors that challenge us to enter into the fullness of faith, love and joy that you have promised.  You have instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit.  Grant that through the same Holy Spirit we may always be truly wise and understanding.  Be with us as we soon begin this Year of Faith, this Year of Grace.  Through Christ, Our Lord.    Amen

Voice 1   


In the fading of the summer sun, the shortening of days, cooling breeze, swallows’ flight and moonlight rays

All:
We see the Creator’s hand

Voice 1 


 In the browning of leaves once green, morning mists, autumn chill, fruit that falls, frost’s first kiss

All:
We see the Creator’s hand

Voice 1   


Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, 


The spiritual blindness that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the endless cycle of nature – the life and death and rebirth


Forgive us for taking without giving, reaping without sowing

Voice 1:   


Open our eyes to see


Our lips to praise


Our hands to share


May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread


And may our footsteps be worthy of following for they lead to you

All:
We give thanks to you, O God, Our Creator

Voice 2:   


 As part of nature’s wondrous cycle


Of new birth, growth, fruitfulness and death


We rejoice in the creation of new life


For parenthood, the passing on of knowledge,


For understand and the wisdom of years


We are grateful for those who have gone before us


Passing on to us our spiritual heritage


May our lives blossom as the apple tree of Spring


May we become fruitful in thought and deed


And may the see of love that falls to the ground


Linger beyond our time on this earth

All:
We give thanks to you, O God, Our Creator 

Voice 2:


We bless you, God of Seed and Harvest


And we bless each other


That the beauty of this world and the love that created it


Might be expressed through our lives and be a blessing to others

All:
We give thanks to you, O God, Our Creator

Voice 3

This is your garden, Creator God


A thing of beauty, beyond all understanding


A poem that is being written –


Not in words, but in colours, the wind’s whisper


The soaring of birds, snowdrop’s petal, gentle rain, sunlight’s warmth

All:


This is your garden, Creator God


A thing of beauty, beyond all understanding

Voice 3:


May the eternal truth be always on our hearts


That the God who breathed this world into being


Placed stars into the heavens


And designed a butterfly’s wing


Is the God who entrusted his life to the care of ordinary people


Became vulnerable that we might know how strong is the power of Love

All:
A mystery so deep it is impossible to grasp


A mystery so beautiful it is impossible to ignore
Voice 4

In your time, Creator God, this world was put in place


In your time, became beautiful, through the craftsmanship of your love


Remind us always


As we look at a sunrise, landscape, a tiny child


That at the centre of all things is the creative love of God


By the word of our Lord, the heavens were made


By the spirit of our Lord, life was begun


By the wisdom of our Lord, his laws were laid


By the love of our Lord, his Son was born 


By the grace of our Lord, mankind was saved


By the power of our Lord, the victory was won

All:
Creator God, we are thankful for your many blessings

Voice 5:


God of Harvest, Gardener Supreme


You place us at the centre, feed us, equip us and provide for us


You look to us for a different harvest


Fruitful lives in service to you and to others


God of Harvest, feed us, prune us, harvest us 


That our lives might bring glory to you

Voice 6:

By faith, we gaze to the heavens and know within its vastness, that your creation was planned and effected within eternity

By faith, we pluck ear of corn and know within its symmetry lies the chemistry of life – the potential of creation within your hand

By faith, we listen for your voice and know the whisper that we hear, breathed a world into existence, yet listens to the prayer within our soul

By faith, we strive to do your will and know the door that we approach may lead us to shadows where our roll is to become your light

By faith, we cling to your Word and know the strength that we receive has it’s source within the love that is at the centre of all things

All:
Creator God, thank you for the gift of faith

Voice 7:


God of light and God of night


Creator of seed and mountain raindrop and fountain


We bring our offering of praise


God of right and God of might


Lover of child and childless


Rich and homeless


We bring our offering of praise


For the promise of harvest contained within a seed, we thank you


For the oak tree within and acorn


For the bread within a grain


For the apple within a pip


For the mystery of nature gift wrapped for us to sow, we thank you

Voice 8:


God of Love, God of Peace

This fractured world cries out in pain and burns deep into our soul and challenges us to make a difference


God of Love, God of Peace, God of this world


Scarred by grief and tears, ignorance and fear,


Soften our hearts of stone and begin with each one of us

Create within us, a heart for people, a desire for change for new beginnings as we start this day


By your Word love was established in the beauty of each created thing


That all might look to the mountains and in their majesty find you


In fertile fields and valleys


Crops and flocks would be tended, vineyards planted, crops grown, laughter heard

All:
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands
Voice 9:


By your Word humankind was given, the gift of true freedom


Lived within the safety of your love


By man’s word are established


Ruler and slave, rich and poor


Full and starving, weak and strong


By man’s word are established


Corruption and abuse, oppression and torture


Selfishness and greed


Within your garden watered with your tears

All:
God of Peace, sow seeds of hope in barren lands

Leader:

Let us pray together:


Almighty God, Father of all mercies,


We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

For all your goodness, loving kindness and above all for your immeasurable love


Give us an awareness of your mercies that with truly thankful hearts,


We give you praise and honour


Not only with our lips, but in our lives 


By giving up ourselves to your service


We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord,


Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,


One God, now and forever.    Amen

Continuing with our theme of thanksgiving, let us begin with a moment of quiet reflection, breathing in the presence of God’s Spirit.  Once again let us close our minds to the distractions of the world outside and reflect on God’s presence in this Holy Space as we begin our afternoon prayer.




*pause for a few seconds*

Leader:


Almighty and gracious Father,

We give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season 


For the labours of those who harvest them


Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty


For the provision of our necessities


And the relief of all who are in need


To the glory of your Name


Through Jesus Christ our Lord


Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,


One God, now and forever.   Amen

The Canticle of the Creatures – St. Francis of Assisi

All:
Most High, all-powerful and mighty Lord, 

all praise is yours, all glory, all honour,
and all blessing.

To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. 

No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name.

All praise be yours, my Lord, 

through all you have made, 

and first my Lord, Brother Sun, who brings the day; 

and through whom you give us light. 

How beautiful is he, how radiant in all his splendour; 

Of you, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

All Praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Moon 

and the stars; in the heavens you have made them, 

bright, and precious, and fair. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, 

through Brothers wind and air, and fair and stormy, 

all the weather's moods, 

by which you cherish all that you have made. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Water, 

so useful, humble, precious and pure. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 

through whom you brighten up the night. 

How beautiful is he, how cheerful! 

Full of power and strength. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through our Sister 

Mother Earth, who sustains us and governs us, 

and produces various fruits with coloured flowers 

and herbs. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, 

through those who grant pardon for love of you; 

through those who endure sickness and trial. 

Happy are those who endure in peace, 

By You, Most High, they will be crowned. 

All praise be yours, my Lord, through Sister Death, 

From whose embrace no mortal can escape. 

Woe to those who die in mortal sin! 

Happy those she finds doing your will! 

The second death can do them no harm. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give him thanks 

And serve him with great humility. 

Voice 10:

Life-giving God, You have shown us by your many gifts the great love you have for us.  Hear our prayers of gratitude

Response:
Giver of gifts, we thank you


For the gift of joy, that we might radiate our happiness in you     R

For the gift of peace, that we might bring tranquility and serenity to our dealings with others      R
For the gift of patience, that we might understand and be thoughtful of those around us     R

For the gift of faith, that we realize that our world is in your hands    R
For the gift of humility, that we may recognize the many talents you have given us so lavishly, and that all success comes from and through you    R

Leader:

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for the labours of those who harvest them.

Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, 

To the glory of your Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.

All:


We give you thanks, most gracious God,


For the beauty of earth and sky and sea


For the richness of mountains, plains and rivers


For the songs of birds and loveliness of flowers

We praise you for these good gifts and pray that we may preserve them 

Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation


To the honour and glory of your Name, now and forever.

Amen

Hymn



For the Beauty of the Earth

For the beauty for the earth, for the glory of the skies

For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies

Chorus

Lord of all to you we raise

This our hymn of grateful praise

For the beauty of each hour, of the day and of the night

Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light

Chorus
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