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THE JOY OF EDUCATION

“Education is an act of love that illuminates the way for us to recover the
sense of fraternity, so that we do not ignore the most vulnerable. The
educator is a witness who does not give his mental knowledge, but his
convictions, his commitment to life. One who knows how to handle the
three languages well: that of the head, that of the heart and that of the
hands, harmonized.”
     Pope Francis (24 February 2024 to Spanish Catholic educators)

As our children head back to the classroom after the Christmas break we
should remember the Pope’s Prayer Intention for January 2025: the right
to an education. Pope Francis has spoken often regarding the value of
Catholic schools and the importance they play in the mission of
proclaiming what he so often calls “the joy of the Gospel.” By using this
phrase, he reminds us that such a proclamation is more than the
dissemination of information but a kind of contagion, which others may
catch from our enthusiasm and dedication the transformative power of
Jesus and his message! 
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P o p e  F r a n c i s  h a s  s p o k e n  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  w a y s .

E d u c a t i o n  a s  a n  a c t  o f  h o p e
P o p e  F r a n c i s  h a s  s p o k e n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a n  a c t  o f  h o p e .  P o p e
F r a n c i s  h a s  s a i d  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a n  a c t  o f  h o p e  t h a t  c a n  l e a d
t o  a  b e t t e r  s o c i e t y .  H e  h a s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  e d u c a t o r s  t o  b e
“a r t i sans  o f  peace”  a n d  t o  v a l u e  t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d  i d e n t i t y .    F o r
m o r e  f o l l o w  t h i s  l i n k :
h t t p s : / / w w w . v a t i c a n n e w s . v a / e n / p o p e / n e w s / 2 0 2 4 - 0 2 / p o p e -
e d u c a t i o n - i s - a n - a c t - o f -  h o p e - f o r - a - b e t t e r -
s o c i e t y . h t m l # : ~ : t e x t = C a t h o l i c % 2 0 e d u c a t i o n % 2 0 m u s t % 2 0 o p e n % 2
0 t h e , b e % 2 0 % E  2 % 8 0 % 9 D a r t i s a n s % 2 0 o f % 2 0 p e a c e . % E 2 % 8 0 % 9 D

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  P a r e n t s
P o p e  F r a n c i s  h a s  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y
e d u c a t o r s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  H e  h a s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y  p a r e n t
h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p t i o n  f o r  t h e i r
c h i l d .    I n  C h a p t e r  7  o f  A m o r i s  L a e t i t i a ,  e n t i t l e d ,  “ Towards  A
Bet te r  Educat ion  o f  Ch i ld ren”  P o p e  F r a n c i s  d i s c u s s e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
a f f i r m s  p a r e n t s  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  e d u c a t o r s  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

T h e  r o l e  o f  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l s
T h e  C h u r c h  o f f e r s  C a t h o l i c  S c h o o l s  a s  a  p r i m a r y  m e a n s  o f
a c c o m p a n y i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  o f  e d u c a t i n g .
T h i s  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  m e a n s  i n  a  v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e
C a t h o l i c  s c h o o l  i s  c a l l e d  t o  b e c o m e  “ a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e
h o m e ” .
( A r c h b i s h o p  M i c h a e l  M i l l e r ,  V a n c o u v e r  A r c h d i o c e s e )  
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T h e  C a n a d i a n  C a t h o l i c  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B i s h o p s  r e l e a s e d  A m o r i s
L a e t i t i a  ( c o n v e n i e n t l y  b y  c h a p t e r ! )  o n  t h e i r w e b s i t e  w i t h
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s  t o  h e l p  g u i d e
m e a n i n g f u l  d i s c u s s i o n .  C o u n c i l s  m a y  a c c e s s  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s
b y  u s i n g  t h i s  l i n k :
h t t p s : / / w w w . c c c b . c a / f a i t h - m o r a l - i s s u e s / f a m i l y - a n d -
l i f e / c e l e b r a t i n g - t h e - a m o r i s -
l a e t i t i a - f a m i l y - y e a r / e x p l o r e - a n d - r e f l e c t - o n - a m o r i s - l a e t i t i a /

O n  J u l y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 4  ( F e a s t  o f  S t .  A n n e  a n d  S t .  J o a c h i m )  t h e
E p i s c o p a l  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  E v a n g e l i z a t i o n  a n d  C a t e c h e s i s  o f  t h e
C a n a d i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s ,  r e l e a s e d  a  p a s t o r a l
l e t t e r  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  p a r e n t s :
h t t p s : / / w w w . c c c b . c a / w p - c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 2 4 / 1 0 / C a l l e d - t o -
W i t n e s s - E N - 2 0 2 4 - 0 9 - 0 9 - F I N A L . p d f

T h e  G l o b a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  P a c t
P o p e  F r a n c i s  h a s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  U N E S C O  o n  t h e  G l o b a l
E d u c a t i o n a l  P a c t ,  a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  a i m s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d  b y
c h a n g i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  s i x t e e n  p a g e  d o c u m e n t  w a s  o n
r e l e a s e d  J u l y  5  t h  ,  2 0 2 4  a n d  c a n  b e  f o u n d  a t
h t t p s : / / w w w . e d u c a t e m a g i s . o r g / w p c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 2 4 / 0 7 / T O
G E T H E R - e n - s a n s - 1 7 2 0 0 2 6 9 3 5 . p d f
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https://www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-issues/family-and-life/celebrating-the-amoris-%20laetitia-family-year/explore-and-reflect-on-amoris-laetitia/
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https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Called-to-Witness-EN-2024-09-09-FINAL.pdf
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https://www.educatemagis.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/TOGETHER-en-sans-1720026935.pdf
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