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S p o t l i g h t  o n  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g

P o p e  F r a n c i s ,  ' S p e s  n o n  c o n f u n d i t '  S e c t i o n  1 0 .
“ D u r i n g  t h e  H o l y  Y e a r ,  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  b e  t a n g i b l e  s i g n s  o f  h o p e  f o r
t h o s e  o f  o u r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e  h a r d s h i p s  o f  a n y  k i n d .  I
t h i n k  o f  p r i s o n e r s  w h o ,  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  f r e e d o m ,  d a i l y  f e e l  t h e  h a r s h n e s s
o f  d e t e n t i o n  a n d  i t s  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  l a c k  o f  a f f e c t i o n  a n d ,  i n  m o r e  t h a n  a  f e w
c a s e s ,  l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e i r  p e r s o n s . ”
 
F e b r u a r y  b r i n g s  a w a r e n e s s  t o  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g .

F e b .  2 :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a y  o f  P r a y e r  a n d  A w a r e n e s s  A g a i n s t  H u m a n
T r a f f i c k i n g
F e b .  7 :  W o r l d  D a y  o f  S o c i a l  J u s t i c e
F e b .  8 :  F e a s t  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h i n e  B a k h i t a ,  
F e b .  2 2 :  T r a f f i c k i n g  A w a r e n e s s  D a y  
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S t .  J o s e p h i n e  B a k h i t a  i s  t h e  p a t r o n  s a i n t  o f
v i c t i m s  o f  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g .  
S h e  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 8 6 9 ,  i n  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e
D a r f u r  r e g i o n  o f  S u d a n .  S h e  w a s  s o l d  i n t o
s l a v e r y  a t  a g e  n i n e  a n d  h e r  c a p t o r s  n a m e d
“ B a k h i t a , ”  m e a n i n g  “ f o r t u n a t e ”  i n  A r a b i c .  

T h e  C a t h o l i c  S o c i a l  T e a c h i n g  ( C S T )
T h e  C C C B - H u m a n - T r a f f i c k i n g - P a s t o r a l - L e t t e r - 2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  a c t  o f  b u y i n g
s e x u a l  s e r v i c e s  v i o l a t e s  C S T  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r

T h e  L i f e  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n
T h e  r i g h t s  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  H u m a n  P e r s o n
T h e  D i g n i t y  o f  W o r k  a n d  t h e  R i g h t s  o f  W o r k e r s

 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s

D e f e n d  D i g n i t y
E V E  -  f o r m e r l y  E x p l o i t e d  V o i c e s  n o w  E d u c a t i n g
T h e  J o y  S m i t h  F o u n d a t i o n
I W I N

F e a s t  o f  S a i n t  J o s e p h i n e  B a k h i t a

L e a g u e  P o s i t i o n  P a p e r
2 0 2 4  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html#:~:text=SPES%20NON%20CONFUNDIT.,proclaims%20every%20twenty%2Dfive%20years.
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCCB-Human-Trafficking-Pastoral-Letter-2021-1.pdf
https://defenddignity.ca/
https://humantraffickingexperts.com/main/business_details/218
https://joysmithfoundation.com/
https://www.iwininitiative.ca/
https://www.cwl.ca/new-and-revised-league-position-papers/


 V i c t i m s  s u f f e r  p h y s i c a l  o r  e m o t i o n a l  a b u s e  a n d  o f t e n  l i v e  a n d  w o r k  i n
h o r r i f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e y  m a y  a l s o  f a c e  f a t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  t h e y
a t t e m p t  t o  e s c a p e .  T h i s  c r i m e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  p e r v a s i v e
a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f  i t s  v i c t i m s .  ( D e p a r t m e n t  o f
J u s t i c e  C a n a d a ) .
 

F o r t y  f i v e r  ( 4 5 % )  o f  a l l  h u m a n  t r a f f i c k i n g  r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  a r e  f r o m  T o r o n t o ,
O t t a w a ,  H a l i f a x ,  M o n t r e a l  a n d  L o n d o n .  O v e r  9 0 %  o f  t h e  c a s e s  n e v e r  m a k e
i t  t o  c o u r t .  
 

H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g  W a r n i n g  S i g n s
U n e x p l a i n e d  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  w o r k / s c h o o l D r e s s e s  l e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y
t h a n  d i d  p r e v i o u s l y
W i t h d r a w n ,  d e p r e s s e d ,  d i s t r a c t e d
W e a r i n g  e x p e n s i v e  c l o t h i n g ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  o r  s h o e s
H a s  a  t a t t o o  o r  s y m b o l  s u c h  a s  b a r  c o d e  o r  m o n e y  
A t t e n d i n g  p a r t i e s  o u t  o f  t h e i r  l e a g u e
S i g n s  o f  a b u s e ,  b r u i s e s ,  c u t s  
B e h a v e s  i n  a  s e x u a l i z e d  m a n n e r

I m m e d i a t e  D a n g e r  c a l l  9 1 1  o r  y o u r  l o c a l  p o l i c e  s e r v i c e ,
( h t t p : / / w w w . c a n a d i a n h u m a n t r a f f i c k i n g h o t l i n e . c a / )  1 - 8 3 3 - 9 0 0 - 1 0 1 0  i t ’ s
c o n f i d e n t i a l  t o l l  f r e e  2 4 / 7
 

M a n i p u l a t i o n  a n d  C o n t r o l  T a c t i c s  
A b u s e  ( e m o t i o n a l ,  s e x u a l ,  p h y s i c a l )
T h r e a t s  
V i o l e n c e
I s o l a t i o n ,  t a k i n g  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  o r
m o n e y  
L i e s  
A d d i c t i o n
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W h a t  i s  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g ?
P a d d y  F i t z g e r a l d  N o l a n ,  L i f e  M e m b e r ,  P e t e r b o r o u g h  D i o c e s e

C o m m i t t e e :  O P C  S o c i a l  a n d  E c o n o m i c  J u s t i c e  T e a m



H i g h  R i s k  G r o u p s
W o m e n ,  g i r l s ,  b o y s  a n d  m e n  w h o  i d e n t i f y  a s  2 S L G B T Q Q I A +  
H o m e l e s s
A v e r a g e  r e c r u i t m e n t  a g e  1 3  y e a r s  o l d
T h o s e  w i t h  s e l f - e s t e e m ,  o r  a r e  b u l l i e d ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e d ,  p o v e r t y ,  s o c i a l
a n d  o r  f a m i l y  i s s u e s
I n d i g e n o u s  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s
A d d i c t i o n  a n d  o r  m e n t a l  i l l n e s s  o r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s

L a b o u r  T r a f f i c k i n g
M i g r a n t  w o r k e r s
N e w c o m e r s  t o  C a n a d a
H o m e l e s s
P e o p l e  w h o  d o  n o t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  o r  F r e n c h  

 
L e g i s l a t i o n
C o m b a t i n g  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g  A c t ,  2 0 2 1  a n d  t h e  H u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g
A w a r e n e s s  D a y  A c t ,  2 0 1 7
O n t a r i o  A n t i - h u m a n  T r a f f i c k i n g  S t r a t e g y  f o c u s e s  o n

R a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s
P r o t e c t i n g  v i c t i m s
I n t e r v e n i n g  e a r l y
S u p p o r t i n g  s u r v i v o r s
H o l d i n g  o f f e n d e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e

 
B i l l  S - 2 6 3  A n  A c t  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S t r a t e g y  t o  C o m b a t  H u m a n
T r a f f i c k i n g
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https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/s21021
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/17h12
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/17h12
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-anti-human-trafficking-strategy-2020-2025
https://www.parl.ca/documentviewer/en/44-1/bill/S-263/first-reading
https://www.parl.ca/documentviewer/en/44-1/bill/S-263/first-reading
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T h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  C o n s u l t a t i o n  o n  E u t h a n a s i a  A d v a n c e
R e q u e s t s  M e d i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  D y i n g  ( e u t h a n a s i a )  

o p e n e d  o n  D e c .  1 2 ,  2 0 2 4
B e t s y  C u r r i e r ,  L i f e  M e m b e r ,  S a u l t  S t e .  M a r i e  D i o c e s e
C o m m i t t e e :  O P C  S o c i a l  a n d  E c o n o m i c  J u s t i c e  T e a m

S o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a r e  m i s l e a d i n g  a s  t h e y  i m p l y
s u p p o r t  f o r  e u t h a n a s i a .  B e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g ,  r e a d  A l e x  S c h a d e n b e r g ,
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  E u t h a n a s i a  P r e v e n t i o n  C o a l i t i o n .   E P C  G u i d e  t o
a n s w e r i n g  t h e  o n l i n e  " c o n s u l t a t i o n "  o n  e u t h a n a s i a  b y  a d v a n c e  r e q u e s t .

E u t h a n a s i a  P r e v e n t i o n  C o a l i t i o n ,  E P C  G u i d e  t o  a n s w e r i n g  t h e  o n l i n e
" c o n s u l t a t i o n "  o n  e u t h a n a s i a  b y  a d v a n c e  r e q u e s t .
 
S u r v e y  L i n k :  N a t i o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o n  a d v a n c e  r e q u e s t s

D e a d l i n e  R e s p o n s e :  C o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  F e b .  1 4 ,  2 0 2 5 .

S o c i a l  &  E c o n o m i c  J u s t i c e  T e a m  R e p o r t :  L e g i s l a t i o n  U p d a t e
B e t s y  C u r r i e r ,  L i f e  M e m b e r ,  S a u l t  S t e .  M a r i e  D i o c e s e
C o m m i t t e e :  O P C  S o c i a l  a n d  E c o n o m i c  J u s t i c e  T e a m

M a k e  y o u r  v o i c e  h e a r d !  B e g i n  n o w  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e
i n  y o u r  a r e a  a n d  t h i n k  o f  i s s u e s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  y o u .  W h a t  m a k e s  a  g o o d
p o l i t i c a l  c a n d i d a t e ?

P r e m i e r  D o u g  F o r d  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a n  O n t a r i o  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n
w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 5 .  T h e  f e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i s
l o o m i n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  J u s t i n  T r u d e a u .

cont inued on  nex t  page . . . .
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https://alexschadenberg.blogspot.com/2024/12/guide-to-responding-to-online.html
https://alexschadenberg.blogspot.com/2024/12/guide-to-responding-to-online.html
https://surveys.hkperspectives.com/s3/7a646ae06450EN
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S o c i a l  &  E c o n o m i c  J u s t i c e  T e a m  R e p o r t :  L e g i s l a t i o n  U p d a t e
Betsy Curr ier ,  L i fe  Member ,  Saul t  Ste .  Mar ie  D iocese
Committee :  OPC Socia l  and Economic Just ice Team

O n t a r i o  a n d  F e d e r a l  E l e c t i o n s

Create a  l i s t  o f  qual i t ies  and character is t ics  you would l i ke  to  see in  a
pol i t ica l  candidate .  Then do some research to  cons ider  the candidates
running.  Evaluate the degree to  which the candidate ’s  ideas ref lect  the
character is t ics  that  are  important  to  you .

1 .  E l e c t i o n s  h a v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  E v e r y  v o t e  m a t t e r s !
Do you want  to  make a pos i t ive  impact  in  your  community?  Vot ing g ives
you that  chance!  You have the power  to  make key decis ions on the qual i ty
of  l i fe  you want  for  yourse l f ,  your  fami ly ,  and your  community .  I t  g ives  you  a
say on important  issues that  af fect  you l i ke  af fordable  hous ing ,  women’s
heal th ,  economic just ice ,   env i ronmental  protect ion ,  qual i ty  educat ion ,
hous ing and employment ,  etc .
To  have a say ,  i t ’ s  essent ia l  to  vote .

2 .  I t ’ s  y o u r  r i g h t .  N o t  v o t i n g  i s  g i v i n g  u p  y o u r  v o i c e
Vot ing is  the vo ice of  the people ,  the mechanism through which we express
our  hopes ,  dreams,  and aspi rat ions  for  a  better  future .  I t  i s  the great
equal i zer ,  where every  indiv idual ,  regardless  of  background or  s tatus ,
possesses the same weight  in  shaping the course of  our  prov ince or
country .   I f  you don’ t  vote ,  other  people  get  to  choose who represents  you .
Use your  r ight .  Exert  your  power .

3 .  I t ’ s  y o u r  m o n e y
One way or  the other ,  every  person in  our  community  pays taxes  –  both
ci t i zens and non-ci t i zens .  And yet ,  most  people  don’ t  know how that  money
is  being used.  Vot ing is  your  chance to  choose how your  tax  dol lars  are
spent ,  such as  addi t ional  funding for  heal th  care and socia l  serv ices .  

4 .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e p e n d s  o n  y o u !
Our  communit ies  are  made up of  fami ly ,  f r iends ,  loved ones ,  ne ighbours ,
and chi ldren .  Some may not  know how important  vot ing is ,  whi le  others
cannot  vote .  Vot ing isn ’ t  just  a  c iv ic  duty ;  i t ’ s  a  profound responsib i l i ty  to
represent  not  only  yourse l f  but  a lso those who cannot  advocate for
themselves ,  inc luding loved ones who depend on your  vo ice .  

M a k e  s u r e  y o u r  v o i c e  i s  h e a r d .  V o t e !


