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Pear l s  o f  Wisdom
OPC Past  Pres ident  L inda Squarzo lo

L a s t  m o n t h  I  w r o t e  a b o u t  w h y  e v e r y
c o u n c i l  s h o u l d  r e c o r d  t h e i r  h i s t o r y
a n d  t h i s  m o n t h  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r
s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t
i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n
t h e  h i s t o r y  b o o k .  

S e e  t h e  n e x t  p a g e  f o r  t h e  l i s t  o f
w h a t  t o  i n c l u d e !

Counc i l  H i s to r i e s  (Pa r t  I I )

C o n s i d e r  p r i n t i n g  s e v e r a l  c o p i e s  o f  t h e s e  h i s t o r y
b o o k s  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e m b e r s .
M a n y  o f  t h e m  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  a  c o p y .
T h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h a v i n g  a  c o p y  c a n  b e  c h a r g e d
a  n o m i n a l  a m o u n t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  c o s t s .

I f  y o u r  c o u n c i l  h a s  n e v e r  w r i t t e n  a  h i s t o r y  b o o k ,
b e g i n  w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  d e c a d e s .  I f  a  h i s t o r y  b o o k
a l r e a d y  e x i s t s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u p d a t e d  r o u g h l y  e v e r y
t e n  y e a r s .

 
I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  y o u  a r e
d o i n g  i n  r e c o r d i n g  y o u r  c o u n c i l ’ s  h i s t o r y .



Prepare a list of the presidents and spiritual advisors who served
the council and their term of office.
 Each president, at the end of her term, should write a summary of
the highlights of her term. She may find it helpful to consult the
minutes of meetings during her time in office. If possible, include a
picture of the president and also of her executive.
Make a list of the council’s executive for each year or term. In years
gone by, the term of office was for only one year. Another
consideration may be that there were changes to the executive
during the term, such as resignations and replacements.
The council may have presented awards, such as the Maple Leaf
Service Pin or the Bellelle Guerin Award. The names of the recipients,
the date of presentation and their achievements should be
included.
Service pins presentations should also be recognized.
For a diocesan council, the names of life members, the date of
presentation and achievements of the recipients should be
included.
Councils host special events like retreat days, special collections for
the needy, visits to nursing homes and other services to the
community. Tell about them and include photographs.
Diocesan councils should include summaries of their annual
conventions, locations, guest speakers, theme and other important
information. Include a few pictures, as well.

W H A T  T O  I N C L U D E  I N  Y O U R  
H I S T O R Y  B O O K !
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