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H i l a r i o n  M i t c h e l l

 Hope finds its supreme witness in the Mother of God. 
Pope Francis, 'Spes non confundit' Section 24.

May 16 – 26 is Laudato Si’ Week with the 10  anniversary of Pope Francis’
2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’ (On Care for Our Common Home). It was the
first Papal letter on the environment and the relationship between
humanity and the earth. It included warnings to take actions for a
sustainable future:

th

▪Pollution and Climate Change  ▪Water  ▪Loss of Biodiversity  
▪Decline in the Quality of Human Life and the Breakdown of Society

May is the month of Mary, fertility, motherhood, midwifery,
growth and renewal of life.  
 
The Blessed Virgin Mary was given the great privilege to be
the Mother of God and has many titles. In the League, she is
Our Lady of Good Counsel. Her titles that apply to social
justice include, Mirror of Justice, Mother of the Poor, Mother
of Orphans, Mother of the Oppressed, Our Lady of Africa,
Our Lady of Charity, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the
Streets, Comforter of the Afflicted, Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Our Lady Queen of Peace and more.

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. Luke 1:38

The Laudato Si’ Movement anniversary theme is Raise hope!
Their resources include The Letter film to explore Laudato Si’ in
a 2-hour event that is available to download. Care for Our
Common Home was the national League theme 2019-2021.
▪ 2018.02 Setting a Standard for Products Marketed as
“Flushable” resolution

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html#:~:text=SPES%2520NON%2520CONFUNDIT.,proclaims%2520every%2520twenty%252Dfive%2520years.
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://laudatosimovement.org/news/author/laudato-si-movement/
https://theletterfilm.org/screenings/
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2018.02-final.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2018.02-final.pdf


2

May 4th -10th is National Palliative Care Week Palliative Care is For You.
“Palliative care can help people with serious illnesses, regardless of their
prognosis. It can support caregivers and families who are caring for a
loved one …. those who are grieving and living with loss.”

▪The League 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care “Palliative/hospice care
needs to be seen as the sole answer when faced with end-of-life
decisions.”

2023 Euthanasia and Medical Assistance in Dying
2018.03 Legislate Designation of Hospice/Palliative Care Services in
Facilities to Exclude Medical Assistance in Dying

▪Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops Horizons of Hope “Palliative
care is an approach that improves the quality of life of patients (adults
and children) and their families who are facing problems associated with
life-threatening illness.”  Attend the Horizons of Hope presentation May 6, 7,
13, 14 with details on page 3. 

▪March for Life (May 8th) Protection at Conception. “Human rights begin
when human life begins, and human life begins at conception.”
2023 Abortion Position Paper 

World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development (May 21st).
Highlights the richness of the world’s cultures and the essential role of
intercultural dialogue for achieving peace and sustainable development.

International Day for Biological Diversity (May 22nd)
Harmony with nature and sustainable development. “Progress in halting
and reversing biodiversity loss is crucial for the attainment of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”. 

https://www.cwl.ca/12-hours-of-prayer-for-palliative-care-kit-2025/
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Position-Paper-Euthanasia-and-Medical-Assistance-in-Dying-rv.-2023.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2018.03-final.pdf
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2018.03-final.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-issues/suffering-and-end-of-life/horizons-of-hope-a-toolkit-for-catholic-parishes-on-palliative-care/
https://marchforlife.ca/
https://www.cwl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Position-Paper-Abortion-2023.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/observances/cultural-diversity-day
https://www.cbd.int/biodiversity-day


Please monitor the following sites for more details as the event draws closer:
www.cwl.on.ca

OPC Facebook Page

D u r i n g  N a t i o n a l  H o s p i c e  P a l l i a t i v e  C a r e  W e e k  

S t .  J o h n  F i s h e r  ( T o r o n t o  D i o c e s e )  p r e s e n t s :

Dr. Moira McQueen
Executive Director of Canadian

Catholic Bioethics Institute

Modules 1 & 2 
May 6 & 7, 2025

Shirley Christo 
CWL Life Member

Parish Nurse

Modules 3 & 4 
May 13 & 14, 2025

Margaret Smith
St. Elizabeth Palliative Care 

Parish Nurse

Ronald Perinpanayagam 
Unity Health Toronto
Catholic Healthcare

A l l  s e s s i o n s  a r e  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  9 : 0 0  p m  
A t t e n d a n c e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  f o r  a l l  f o u r  m o d u l e s

Y o u  c a n  a t t e n d  i n  p e r s o n  o r  v i r t u a l l y !  

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  J o h n  F i s h e r  P a r i s h  H a l l - 3 0 0  B a l m o r a l  D r .  
B r a m p t o n ,  O N  L 6 T  1 V 6

 R e l e a s e d  b y  T h e  C a n a d i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s  

H o r i z o n s  o f  H o p e  -  P a l l i a t i v e  C a r e  T o o l k i t  f o r  P a r i s h e s

I n t e r e s t e d  P a r i s h e s !
C o m e  j o i n  u s  w i t h  y o u r  p a s t o r  

a n d  f e l l o w  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  d i s c o v e r  
a  c u l t u r e  o f  L I F E ,  C O M P A S S I O N  &  H O P E !  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  T o r o n t o  D i o c e s a n  C W L  m e m b e r  S h i r l e y  C h r i s t o  f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  o f f e r i n g  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  
T h e  O n t a r i o  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l  i s  h o n o u r e d  t o  p l a y  a  s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  

z o o m  s e s s i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e t a i l s  t h r o u g h  i t s  n e t w o r k s .

R E G I S T R A T I O N  D E T A I L S :  R e g i s t e r  h e r e  b y  c l i c k i n g  o n  t h e  l i n k
b e l o w  o r  v i a  t h e  Q R  C o d e :  

( A l l  m u s t  r e g i s t e r  i n  a d v a n c e )
h t t p s : / / t i n y u r l . c o m / r v t f e 4 y u

O n c e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  a  l i n k  w i l l  b e  s e n t  v i a  e m a i l

http://www.cwl.on.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://tinyurl.com/rvtfe4yu

