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Pear l s  o f  Wisdom
OPC Past  Pres ident  L inda Squarzo lo

W h e n  I  a w o k e  e a r l y  E a s t e r  M o n d a y  m o r n i n g ,  i t  w a s
s h o c k i n g  t o  r e a d  i n  t h e  n e w s  t h a t  o u r  b e l o v e d  P o p e
F r a n c i s  h a d  d i e d .  T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  p a p a c y ,  h i s  m e s s a g e s
a p p e a l e d  t o  m e :  w o r l d  p e a c e ,  d i g n i t y  f o r  m i g r a n t s  a n d
c a r e  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  H e  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  b e s t  i n  m e
a n d  p u s h e d  m e  t o  w a n t i n g  t o  “ M a k e  a  D i f f e r e n c e ” .

F o l l o w i n g  h i s  f u n e r a l ,  t h e  c a r d i n a l s  g a t h e r e d  i n
c o n c l a v e  t o  s e l e c t  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  E v e r y o n e  w a i t e d  t o  s e e
w h o  w o u l d  b e  c h o s e n .  C a r d i n a l  R o b e r t  P r e v o s t  w a s
e l e c t e d  a n d  h e  a d o p t e d  t h e  n a m e  P o p e  L e o  X I V .  S i n c e
t h e n ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  f o l l o w i n g  n e w s  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  n e w
p o p e  a n d  r e s e a r c h i n g  w h y  h e  c h o s e  t h e  n a m e  “ L e o ” .

T h e  p r e v i o u s  p o p e ,  w i t h  t h e  n a m e  L e o ,  w a s  P o p e  L e o  X I I I
w h o  w a s  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  f r o m  1 8 7 8  t o  1 9 0 3 ,  a
p e r i o d  o f  g r e a t  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  H e  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  w r i t i n g
t h e  P r a y e r  t o  S t .  M i c h a e l ,  h i s  e l e v e n  e n c y c l i c a l s  o n  t h e
R o s a r y  a n d  h i s  p r o m o t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c  s o c i a l  t e a c h i n g .  

I n  h i s  d o c u m e n t  “ R e r u m  N o v a r u m ”  i n  1 8 9 1 ,
h e  p r o m o t e d  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n
p e r s o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  w o r k e r s  t o  e a r n  a  l i v i n g
w a g e ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f o r m  u n i o n s  a n d  t h a t
w o r k e r s  p r o v i d e  d e c e n t  a n d  h o n o u r a b l e
l a b o u r  t o  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s .  S o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  p i l l a r s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  W o m e n ’ s
L e a g u e .

W h a t  a  w h i r l w i n d  t h e  l a s t  f e w  w e e k s  h a v e
b e e n  f o r  u s  C a t h o l i c s !  



One of the things that impressed me about
Pope Leo XIV was that in the second day of his
papacy, he travelled to the town of
Genazzano, about 40 km from Rome. Here he
prayed before a small fresco of Mary holding
the Infant Jesus. We know this image as “Our
Lady of Good Counsel”, the patroness of the
Catholic Women’s League. Not only is this a
symbol of our beloved League, this ancient
image is also dear to Augustinians and loved
by Pope Leo XIII. Isn’t that a special
connection?

As the new era in the Church unfolds, we can look forward to the
leadership of our new pope and in his guidance to the Catholics
throughout the world.


