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Pear l s  o f  Wisdom
OPC Past  Pres ident  L inda Squarzo lo

T h e  y e a r  2 0 2 5  w a s  d e c l a r e d  a  J u b i l e e  Y e a r  b y  P o p e
F r a n c i s .  A l l  C a t h o l i c s  w e r e  c a l l e d  t o  b e  s i g n s  o f  h o p e  i n
o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  t o  o u r  n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  e v e r y o n e  w e
e n c o u n t e r .  M a n y  u s e d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  y e a r  a s  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  p i l g r i m a g e s  t o  c a t h e d r a l s  a n d
n a t i o n a l  s h r i n e s  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  o r  o n  a  p i l g r i m a g e  t o
R o m e .  T h e  H o l y  D o o r  o f  S t .  P e t e r ’ s  B a s i l i c a  o p e n e d  o n
D e c e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 2 4  a n d  w i l l  c l o s e  o n  J a n u a r y  6 ,  2 0 2 6 .

O n  A p r i l  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5  t h e  w o r l d  m o u r n e d  t h e
p a s s i n g  o f  o u r  b e l o v e d  P o p e  F r a n c i s .
A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  b e e n  i l l  i n  h o s p i t a l  f o r
a  l e n g t h y  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  h i s  h e a l t h  h a d
s h o w n  s i g n s  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  h e  h a d
r e t u r n e d  h o m e .  H e  w i l l  a l w a y s  h o l d  a
s p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  m a n y .

W h a t  a n  a m a z i n g  y e a r  w e  C a t h o l i c s  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d !

O n  M a y  8 ,  2 0 2 5  C a r d i n a l  R o b e r t  P r e v o s t  w a s
c h o s e n  b y  t h e  C o n c l a v e  a s  t h e  n e w  l e a d e r
o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  H e  c h o s e  t h e  n a m e
P o p e  L e o  X I V .  C a t h o l i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
w o r l d  l o o k  w i t h  h o p e  a n d  a n t i c i p a t i o n  t o
t h e  f u t u r e  d u r i n g  h i s  p a p a c y .



St. Carlo Acutis was born in London to Italian
parents. Although his parents were not
practicing Catholics when he was young, he
asked them to take him to church to pray. He
developed an interest in computers and
video games and taught himself
programming and web design. He created 

St. Pier Giorgio Frassati was a young
Italian lay Dominican who died of
polio at the age of 24 in 1925. He
dedicated his life to social justice
issues and charitable organizations,
like the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
He lived his life in active faith and
service. Pope John Paul II called him
“a Man of the Eight Beatitudes”. His
Feast Day is July 4 .th

online exhibits of Eucharistic miracles. He is a role model in the digital
age and known as “God’s Influencer”. He died at the age of 15 of
leukaemia in 2006. His Feast Day is October 12 .th

During the final months of this Jubilee Year, I urge you to be “hope” in
your League activities in faith, service and social justice.
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